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INFORMED CONSENT FOR SILVER AMALGAM RESTORATIONS 

 
As with all medical and dental procedures, Silver Amalgam fillings carry certain risks, hazards, and unpleasant side effects. Some of 

which may be infrequent, but nonetheless may occur. They include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

I understand that placing of Silver Amalgam Fillings includes possible inherent risks. 
Dental amalgam fillings contain powdered silver, tin, and copper combined with metallic mercury (liquid mercury). With out pretreatment 
testing, no medical professional can predict an individual susceptibility and/or reactivity to metals. Dental amalgam has been used for 
decades as a filling material for teeth.  There are no proven scientific studies accepted by the American Dental Association that supports the 
belief that silver amalgam may have an effect on the general health of a person due to its mercury content. Silver amalgam continues to be 
endorsed by the ADA as an acceptable filling material. 
 

Please Initial Each Paragraph After Reading 
______If I feel a high spot or interference to normal biting, or chewing after my dental visit, I will need to return to the dentist office in a 

timely fashion for a bite adjustment. 
 

______I understand that 1-3 trips back to the dental office may be necessary in order to level and balance my bite. These trips will require 
personal time away from work and in some situations personal expenses for parking and transportation to and from the dental office.  

 

_____ Some of my teeth opposing the new dental restoration may need to be shaped to make room for new restoration and/or balance 
my bite. 

 

_____Undetected Tooth Cracks is one of the complications that can lead to post treatment complications: Need for a Crown, Root 
Canal, or tooth loss. Diagnostic Facts: Cracks are Not always Clinically Visible, Not always symptomatic, Not all fractures can be 
seen on x-rays, patients can have Random pain when biting. 

 

___ Should the tooth structure lost from decay or otherwise poor quality tooth structure exceed the minimum amount needed to 
hold a filling, Crowns may be required. 

 

_____ Uncomfortable or strange feeling bite: In general and with any dental work, I understand that I may experience changes in 
my bite. This may occur because of the differences between natural teeth and artificial replacements. Most patients usually 
become accustomed to this feeling in time. In limited situations, muscle soreness or tenderness of the jaw joints (TMJ) may 
persist for indeterminable periods of time following placement of the prosthesis. 

  

___Some teeth may remain sensitive after treatment. You can expect an increased probability of Post treatment chewing 
sensitivity, in addition to hot & cold sensitivity if: 
 Your bite feels slightly off or high after your visit. Please call our office and set up a bite adjustment appointment! 
 Your Cavity was deep and close to the dental nerve. 
 If you have a large filling and it was recommended you have a Crown or Onlay and You chose a dental filling. 
 Cracks were found in tooth structure  
 History of sensitive/sore teeth of unknown origin (evidence of Parafunction) 
 Your teeth are generally sensitive to hot & cold, and/or typically become sensitive after dental work. 
 You clinch or grind your teeth during the day and/or at night. 

 

_____ Teeth May Require Root Canal Treatments: When any type of fillings are placed or replaced, the preparation of the teeth for 
fillings often necessitates the removal of tooth structure adequate to insure that the diseased or otherwise compromised tooth 
structure provides sound tooth structure for placement of the new restoration. Teeth receiving dental fillings may develop a 
condition known as pulpitis or pulpal degeneration. It is sometimes necessary to do root canal treatments on these teeth. 
Infrequently, the tooth may abscess or otherwise not heal which may require root canal treatment, root surgery, or possibly 
extraction. 

 

_____Fragility of Silver Amalgam: Silver amalgam is quite fragile until it has completely solidified. It is necessary to avoid chewing on 
recently placed amalgam fillings for approximately 24 hours. 

 

_____ My responsibility: It is my responsibility to immediately contact the office should any of the aforementioned or other adverse results 
occur after treatment. 

 
 
 

In addition to the above outline, the consequences of non-treatment have been explained to me. I have been offered alternative 
material choices for restoring my tooth including: Porcelain Onlays or Crowns, White plastic Resin Filling, and Gold restorations. I 
have had an opportunity to ask questions and am fully satisfied with the answers I have received. I voluntarily agree to the dental 
amalgam procedure.  
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